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AAP
president:
Periodontist
is go-to
expert
Dr. Paul P. Binon, left, and Dr. Steven Present each holding a ‘Certiicate in Implant Dentistry.’
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AO announces its irst two
recipients of new ‘Certiicate
in Implant Dentistry’
By AO Staff

A

California prosthodontist and
a Pennsylvania general dentist
are the irst Academy of Osseointegration (AO) members to
receive the new AO Certiicate in Implant
Dentistry.
These awards were presented in February during the opening symposium of
AO’s 2017 Annual Meeting in Orlando, Fla.
Recipients are:
• Paul P. Binon, DDS, MSD, prosthodontist, Roseville, Calif.
• Steven Present, DMD, general dentist,
North Wales, Pa.
“I am so pleased that the AO is offering
a credible means of acknowledging pro-

iciency in implant dentistry. The main
reason I decided to obtain the certiicate
was to make a statement. Our patients and
the public need to have a means of distinguishing fact from fancy. The hype is out
there. I do implants, you do implants, we
do implants is not good enough,” Binon
said.
“I believe that obtaining an AO certiicate is a very good start. It tells the public
you know your stuff and have been vetted by fellow professionals. I believe it will
give you considerable credibility,” he continued.
To meet the certiicate’s requirements,
Binon and Present presented evidence of
completing 200 hours of continuing education during a three-year period, including 85 hours of “core knowledge.”
They also submitted four case presentations covering the following categories:

A Q&A with
Dr. Grifin on
AAP’s upcoming
events, goals
By Sierra Rendon, Managing Editor

single tooth, ixed partial denture (ixed
bridge), full arch ixed reconstruction,
and over denture. They have also been
AO members for three consecutive years
and attended at least two annual meetings
during that time.
AO initiated the certiicate program at
its 2016 annual meeting in response to a
growing number of AO members seeking
distinction in the ield of implant dentistry. The certiicate represents the highest standards of excellence in implant
dentistry and distinguishes practitioners’
continuing education efforts and knowledge to patients and colleagues around
the globe.
“The AO’s new Certiicate in Implant
Dentistry will distinguish accomplished
practitioners from those who have not

Please tell us your name and dental
background.
Hello, I’m Terrence J. Grifin, DMD,
and I am the president of the
American Academy of Periodontology. I maintain a private periodontal practice founded by Dr. Irving
Glickman in 1939 right in the heart
of Boston. After I completed my
dental degree from Tufts University
in Boston, I served in the U.S. Navy
where I completed a one-year fellowship in periodontics at Marine
Corps Base Camp Lejeune in North
Carolina. After I completed my tour
of duty, I returned to Tufts as a postdoctoral fellow in periodontology
and later earned my certiicate of
advanced studies in periodontology. Soon after graduation, I joined
the faculty in the department of
periodontology at Tufts and, later in
my career, was both chairman and
director of postdoctoral periodontology for 15 years.
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met the challenge of continuing education
requirements and case presentations,”
said Dr. Amerian D. Sones, Dallas, Texas,
chair of the New Fellowship and Certiicate
Committee. “Certiication represents the
highest standards of excellence in implant
dentistry.”
“This certiicate can also help patients
to select their clinician with the knowledge that they are not only members of
AO — the premier implant organization
globally — but have also been recognized
by the academy for their continuing education and practice in the ield of dental
implants,” said Dr. Michael Norton, board
liaison to the Fellowship & Certiicate
Committee.
Candidates may select the application
that best suits their training, with a focus
on surgery, restorative or both surgery
and restorative aspects of dental treatment. One of the cases presented will require a signed statement of authenticity
from the patient and be notarized.
The AO website, www.osseo.org, has
more complete information, including
the application along with a Q&A and
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What has been your experience with the
American Academy of Periodontology?
Serving the AAP has been a great pleasure. There is nothing like being a part
of a like-minded community, united in
the forward movement of the specialty
with the goal of helping patients and
advancing the specialty of periodontology and implant surgery. That’s what it
all boils down to: making sure that our
patients receive optimal care and positive outcomes. This comes from awareness, competence and collaboration, all
of which are central to the academy’s
core values.
What are your speciic goals for your time
as AAP president?
One objective is to continue educating
the public about the value of healthy
gums and achieving it through regular
at-home care and receiving a comprehensive periodontal evaluation every
year. I also want to continue positioning
the periodontist as the go-to expert in
periodontal care and in the placement
and maintenance of implants. With
this comes the emphasis on the collaborative care model, one that includes the
general dentist, the periodontist and the
physician, if necessary, in the management of periodontal conditions and ailments linked to them, such as diabetes.
Another area of focus for my term is
the expansion of the academy’s scientiic
agenda, and this year will bring some key
events in this area. The irst is the Best
Evidence Consensus, which was held at
the AAP’s Chicago headquarters in February. We welcomed 24 experts in conebeam computed tomography and lasers,
relatively new tools for which evidence is
slowly emerging.
The meeting adhered to a new model
of evidence-based consensus and expert
opinion and aided in the expansion of
the periodontist’s scope of practice. Proceedings from this meeting will be available in the Journal of Periodontology
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Go to the AO website, www.osseo.org, and click on ‘AO Certiicate’ to learn more about
receiving certiication.

supporting resources for submission.

About the AAO
With 6,000 members in 70 countries
around the world, the AO is recognized
as a premier international association
for professionals interested in implant

this summer and will include informed
suggestions on the most appropriate instances and best-suited patients for each
of these clinical technologies.
In November, we’re hosting more
than 100 practitioners, researchers and
thought-leaders for the World Workshop
on Disease Classiication. Because this
disease classiication has not been done
for nearly 20 years, the existing guidelines do not account for some of the
prevalent implications of our time, periimplant disease being one. The new disease classiication will also deine periodontal health.
Think about the difference this makes
when a patient is in the chair and does
not meet the parameters of periodontal
health. This spurs the clinician to delve
deeper into what the patient’s needs are
and how they can be met. This workshop
will provide practical, up-to-date guidance that will be published in the Journal
of Periodontology in 2018.
When is this year’s AAP meeting, and are
there any highlights you can share?
This year’s AAP Annual Meeting will be
held Sept. 9-12 in Boston, my hometown.
We recently assembled a task force to
identify ways to innovate our annual
meeting, whether it’s through inviting
thought-provoking speakers or showcasing new ideas in a way that inspires and
creates dialogue. I hope that everyone
at all stages of their careers will join us
this year. On the agenda so far, we have
a number of hands-on workshops, practice-management courses and sessions
on topics such as oral plastic surgery,
regeneration, implants and cone-beam
computed tomography. There’s much
more to come as the event nears.
What do you see as the main new development in periodontology during the next
few years?
It seems like quite regularly, researchers are uncovering more about the links
between periodontal disease and other
systemic conditions. We’ve known for
years about the strong connection be-

dentistry. AO serves as a nexus where
specialists and generalists can come together to evaluate emerging research,
technology and techniques; share best
information; and coordinate optimal patient care using timely, evidence-based
science and methods.

tween periodontal disease and diabetes,
and the evidence of the link to heart
disease has strengthened as well. But
now we’re learning about periodontitis’
associations with rheumatoid arthritis
and atrial ibrillation in the heart. We’re
even learning about links between periodontitis and lung infections for hospital
patients who have been intubated. Last
year, we found more evidence of periodontal disease’s link to an increased risk
of pancreatic cancer.
All of this to say that the work that we
do is about more than clearing infection,
saving teeth and placing implants when
necessary; we play an integral role in our
patients’ overall well-being. This is where
collaborative care is key: The medical and
dental communities need to continue
to be more diligent not only in working
with one another, but in educating patients about the increased risk of developing other health conditions when periodontal disease is present and vice versa.
What I see happening in this arena in
the next few years are broadening avenues of study that will bring us closer to
understanding the origin of these links.
Where do travelling microbes it in? Inlammation? What other mechanisms
are driving this? As we’re able to better
grasp these mechanisms, I hope that the
high science can be distilled to an applicable means for treating and managing
patients for both conditions or in the
prevention of the other if one is present.
What is your passion besides dentistry?
I have a great love for teaching. In addition to my long career at Tufts, I have
spent many years as a visiting professor
at the University of Rome “La Sapienza,”
Jiao Tong University in Shanghai and
King Abdulazziz University in Jeddah,
Saudi Arabia. I’ve lectured in more than
30 countries, and I’m leaving tonight to
lecture in Athens, Greece, and Tehran
later this year. Lecturing energizes me,
and I love to engage my audience. One of
my favorite things is to see students light
up at the many new possibilities for the
specialty of periodontology.
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Tell us what you think!
Do you have general comments or critique
you would like to share? Is there a particular
topic you would like to see featured in
Implant Tribune? Let us know by e-mailing
feedback@dental-tribune.com. We look forward to hearing from you! If you would like
to make any change to your subscription
(name, address or to opt out), please send
an e-mail to c.maragh@dental-tribune.com
and be sure to include which publication
you are referring to. Also, please note that
subscription changes can take up to six
weeks to process.
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