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During the premier dental event for the Asia Paci� c market, today IDEM Singapore will be delivering the most up-to-date news to attendees, providing 

them with a comprehensive overview of the event program and exhibition. 

As an IDEM media partner, DTI will be distributing 10,000 free copies of the today newspaper on-site on all three conference days. In addition to the most 

current topics in dentistry, the newspaper will inform attendees about new products and technologies on display, thus providing dental companies with 

an exclusive opportunity to highlight their offerings. The today IDEM e-newsletters that will be sent out during and after the show will complement DTI’s 

event coverage.
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 Mathias Küpper is managing direc-
tor and vice president for Asia Pacific 
at Koelnmesse, one of the IDEM organ-
isers. In this interview with Dental 
 Tribune International ahead of the 
event, he explains what distinguishes 
IDEM from other dental shows and 
how the organisers pursue excellence 
in the IDEM experience for visitors, 
exhibitors and speakers. He also gives 
considered advice for first timers and 
regular attendees.

Mr Küpper, would you kindly share 
with our readers a little about 
your present role and your back-
ground?

It is my role to oversee our offices 
in Singapore, Japan, Thailand, Hong 
Kong and Taiwan. With a team of 
over 80, we currently organise 15 trade
fairs in the region, and we are also first 
point of contact for all clients who 
wish to exhibit at any Koelnmesse 
trade fair worldwide.

Personally, I have been based in 
Singapore and various locations in 
Asia Pacific for over 20 years, and 
it is my ambition to ensure that 
 Koelnmesse’s entire portfolio is strongly 
represented across the region. Through 
our trade fairs, we offer our clients 
easy access to one of most exciting 
and fastest-growing markets in the 
world.

Busy clinicians are limited in the 
number of functions they can at-
tend in a given year. In your opinion, 
what sets IDEM apart from other 
shows?

Held every two years, IDEM is 
the only one-stop shop for the entire 
region, offering a unique blend of 
a fully booked exhibition featuring 
leading industry players alongside 
a comprehensive scientific conference 
boasting well-known speakers and 
cutting-edge topics.

IDEM stands out from other shows 
with its unparalleled focus on fostering
innovation, collaboration and educa-
tion within the dental community. 
This convergence of expertise and 
 innovation creates an immersive expe-
rience where attendees can not only 
discover the latest advancements but 
also engage in meaningful discussions 
and networking opportunities.

Recognising the time constraints 
faced by dental professionals, IDEM  curates 
its programme to deliver maximum 

value in a condensed time frame. The 
carefully curated line-up of exhibitors, 
conference sessions and workshops al-
lows attendees to efficiently explore the 
latest products, techniques and trends. 
This allows them to stay at the forefront 
of their field without sacrificing precious 
time away from their practice.

Could you give us a glimpse of the 
behind-the-scenes efforts required 
to make such an event a success?

The success of IDEM relies on meticu-
lous planning, coordination and collabora-
tion among various stakeholders. Behind 
the scenes, our team at Koelnmesse, in 
 collaboration with the Singapore Dental 
Association, works tirelessly to orchestrate 
every aspect of the event, ensuring that it 
unfolds seamlessly from start to finish.

Our team identifies key themes, 
trends and topics of interest to the dental 
community and leverages our extensive 
network to secure top-notch exhibitors, 
speakers and sponsors who can provide 
valuable insights and expertise.

As the event approaches, our focus 
shifts to logistics, marketing and at-
tendee experience. From designing the 
exhibition layout to managing regis-
tration, catering and on-site support 
 services, every detail is carefully consid-
ered to enhance the overall experience 
for exhibitors and attendees alike.

Throughout the process, commu-
nication and collaboration are para-
mount. We work closely with our partners, 
vendors and industry stakeholders to 
ensure that everyone is aligned with 
our vision for the event and that all 

 aspects of planning and execution are 
executed flawlessly.

For those attending IDEM for the 
� rst time and perhaps also visiting 
Singapore for the � rst time, do you 
have any recommendations for making
the most of their visit?

For first-time attendees at IDEM 
and visitors to Singapore, I recommend 
taking advantage of the diverse offerings 
both the event and the city have to offer. 
Prioritise your schedule by identifying 
key exhibitors, sessions and networking 
opportunities that align with your inter-
ests and goals ahead of the event on the 
IDEM digital platform, IDEM360+.

Start by exploring the exhibition floor, 
where you’ll find a wide range of exhibitors 
showcasing the latest products, technolo-
gies and services in dentistry. Take the 
time to visit booths that pique your interest, 
engage with exhibitors and ask questions 
to learn more about their offerings.

In addition to the exhibition, make 
sure to attend some of the conference 
sessions and workshops, where you’ll 
have the opportunity to hear from 
leading experts in the field and gain 
valuable insights into the latest trends 
and developments in dentistry.

Outside of the event, take some 
time to explore Singapore’s rich cultural 
heritage, culinary scene and iconic 
landmarks. Singapore offers a wealth of 
experiences to enrich your visit. These 
include visiting the Gardens by the Bay, 
exploring the vibrant neighbourhoods of 
Chinatown and Little India, and enjoying
a meal at a hawker centre.

Do you have any words for clinicians or 
companies who have attended past IDEM 
events and are considering a return? 

To clinicians and companies con-
sidering a return to IDEM, I would like 
to express our sincere appreciation for 
their continued support and participa-
tion. IDEM is not just an event; it’s 
a community-driven platform dedicated
to advancing dental care and fostering 
industry connections.

Returning attendees can expect 
even more opportunities for learning, 
networking and collaboration at IDEM 
2024. With an expanded line-up of exhib-
itors, speakers and educational sessions, 
there is something for everyone at IDEM, 
whether you are a seasoned practitioner 
seeking to stay abreast of the latest 
developments or a new entrant eager to 
explore the world of dentistry.

In addition to the educational and net-
working opportunities, returning attendees
can look forward to reconnecting with 
colleagues and industry partners, forging 
new relationships and discovering innova-
tive solutions to enhance their practice.

We are committed to ensuring 
that IDEM 2024 exceeds your expec-
tations and provides a valuable and 
 rewarding experience for all participants. 
We look forward to welcoming you back 
and continuing our shared journey of 
growth and excellence. 

Editorial note: Hawker culture in Singapore rep-
resents a multicultural urban dining experience,
where hawkers serve diverse “hawker food” in 
centres that act as community hubs, reflecting 
the city-state’s Chinese, Malay, Indian and other 
cultural influences and continuing to evolve as 
a vital part of daily life in various districts.

“IDEM stands out from other shows with its unparalleled focus 
on  fostering innovation, collaboration and education”

An interview with Mathias Küpper about the magic behind IDEM Singapore 2024.
Anisha Hall Hoppe, Dental Tribune International

  According to Matthias Küpper, IDEM is a unique dental event in the region, combining 
a  comprehensive exhibition with a scientific conference. (Image: © Koelnmesse Pte Ltd)
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  This year’s International Dental Exhi-
bition and Meeting (IDEM), the leading 
dental exhibition and conference in Asia 
Pacific, is poised to captivate and inspire 
dental professionals from around the 
region. This highly anticipated event 
offers a comprehensive three-track scien-
tific conference featuring more than 
30 speakers from around the world. The 
exhibition is presenting a well-rounded 
experience for all participants, and over 
500 exhibitors from over 33 countries 
are showcasing their latest products and 
innovations.

An impressive line-up
“We are delighted to collaborate 

again with our esteemed partners to 
present IDEM 2024 to the dental industry. 
Following the resounding success of 
IDEM as an in-person event in 2022, 
we eagerly anticipate the amalgamation 
of innovation and expertise that will 
undoubtedly mould the future landscape
of dentistry,” said Mathias Küpper, 
managing director and vice president 
of Asia Pacific of Koelnmesse, ahead of 
the Singapore show.

Anticipated by dental professionals 
and enthusiasts alike, IDEM stands as 
a cornerstone in the dental community 
where attendees can learn from an 
impressive line-up of prominent experts. 
At the 13th IDEM, father and son duo 
Drs David S. and Davey Alleman [read 
the interview on page 6] will kick off 
the conference programme with the 
SDA Masterclass, an established part 

of the event supported by the Singapore 
Dental Association, offering a half-day 
conference session and half-day work-
shop on biomimetic dentistry.

The over 30 conference sessions 
and workshops will feature a wide 
range of topics by notable speakers, 
such as Dr Alberto Miselli, who will 
cover the “Umbrella Concept” for the 
management of soft tissue around im-
plants, and Dr Andrea Bazzucchi, who 
will share the latest advances in digital 
workflow synergy. Other conference 
sessions and workshops will include 
global expert Dr Roberto Sorrentino’s 
“Restorative materials and luting agents 
in prosthodontics” and Dr Paulo Monteiro’s

insights and expertise on anterior 
indirect restorations. The fifth Dental 
Hygienist and Therapist Forum will take 
place on 20 and 21 April, providing a 
dedicated platform for dental hygienists 
and therapists to engage in meaningful 
discussions and knowledge sharing on 
an interesting variety of topics, such as 
oral ulcers, paediatric patient manage-
ment, digital workflows and oral care 
for older adults.

Welcome to Singapore 
Ahead of the event, Dr Lawrence Yong, 

president of the Singapore Dental Asso-
ciation, shared: “I am thrilled to welcome
dental professionals from around the 
world to IDEM 2024. This conference is 

a powerful testament to Singapore’s 
unwavering commitment to advancing 
dental science and education. I am 
 particularly enthusiastic about the con-
ference sessions, which will delve into 
burning topics within our field—offer-
ing valuable insights that attendees 
can readily apply in their practices the 
next day.”

Attendees can also look forward 
to the inaugural “Asian Speaker Series”, 
an innovative platform designed to 
 spotlight diverse talents from within 
the region. It is a collaborative effort be-
tween the regional and national dental 
associations to offer a more diverse take 
on the latest developments in dentistry, 

to explore important industry topics 
such as treating the paediatric patient 
and oral care for the dependent older 
adult, and to delve into complex topics, 
such as are covered in “The systoles 
and diastoles of implant dentistry” and 
“Prognosticating periodontal treatment 
outcomes using artificial intelligence”.

Expanded exhibition 
The heart of IDEM is its exhibition, 

and this year, it spans a fully booked 
17,000  m2 and hosts over 500 exhibitors, 
who will present a diverse range of prod-
ucts and services, showcasing the latest 
industry innovations. It will host pavil-
ions for China, France, Germany, Italy, 
 Japan, Singapore, South Korea, Spain, 
Switzerland, Taiwan and the US, under-
scoring the wide scope of dental industry
participation at the event.

Representing the Spanish pavilion, 
Antonio Garcia Rebollar, economic 
and trade counsellor at the Spanish 
 embassy in Singapore, said: “We are 
thrilled to be part of this dynamic and 
highly acclaimed dental event. Newly 
supported by ICEX Spain Trade and 
 Investment this edition, our pavilion 
is a testament to the innovation and 
 excellence within the Spanish dental 
industry. We look forward to engaging 
with the international community, 
sharing our expertise, and contributing 
to the vibrant exchange of ideas that 
IDEM 2024 represents.”

IDEM emerges as the pinnacle event in dental innovation for Asia Paci� c
Singapore sets the stage for spectacular 13th event edition.

IDEM 13th International Dental Exhibition & Meeting • Singapore • 19–21  April 2024

Interview

Singapore Dental Association Masterclass: Father 
and son duo Drs David and Davey Alleman speak 
about the six lessons approach to biomimetic 
dentistry. 

Business

The digital dentistry market for the Asia Pacifi c 
region is expected to experience signifi cant 
growth, positioning the region as a pivotal 
player.

Products in focus

Over 500 exhibitors are presenting a diverse 
range of products and services, showcasing the 
latest industry innovations at IDEM 2024. 
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  Impressions from IDEM 2022. (All event images: © Koelnmesse Pte Ltd)
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 Asia’s trade show industry is experi-
encing robust growth, IDEM Singapore 
serving as a prime illustration of this 
internal dynamic. While stalwart 
events like the International Dental 
Show (IDS) are maintaining stability, 
IDEM Singapore has witnessed remark-
able expansion, drawing a significant 
influx of new exhibitors, thus highlight-
ing a disparity in growth rates between
established shows and those in the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) region. Companies from Europe, 
the US, South America, South Korea 
and, notably, China are seizing this 
opportunity.

ASEAN presents fertile ground for 
business across various industries, and 
healthcare is experiencing particularly 
vigorous growth. Constituting approxi-
mately 200,000 dentists serving over 
650 million citizens, ASEAN’s dental 
care workforce is poised to potentially 
triple within the next decade. This 
trend underscores the appeal of 
IDEM Singapore, which not only 
showcases the latest developments but 
also convenes the entire industry and 
value chain.

This year and in 2025, Singapore is 
set to host more healthcare- and medical- 

related shows. UK-based conference 
and exhibition expert CloserStill Media, 
for example, is organising digital health-
care shows, and the Digital Dentistry 
Show (DDS), premiering in Berlin in 
Germany this June, is to be expanded 
to Singapore next year. Heralded as 
a groundbreaking event concept, DDS 
is poised to emerge as the premier gath-
ering for the modern dental industry.

The proliferation of smaller, niche- 
oriented shows in the region signifies 
ASEAN’s burgeoning specialisation in 
specific industries. Whereas large 
horizontal exhibitions in Europe once 
mono polised global attention, now 

more international exhibitors are eyeing 
ASEAN, the Middle East and the US 
as markets of interest. While China and 
Europe stabilise, ASEAN’s sustained 
gross domestic product growth and 
relatively low inflation are drawing 
increased attention from international 
enterprises.

Singapore, positioning itself as an 
ASEAN—if not Asian—hub, has attracted 
a substantial influx of foreign investment
and new corporate entrants establish-
ing regional headquarters. Having 
prowess in the meetings, incentives, 
conferences and exhibitions (MICE) 
industry, particularly in the business- to-

business arena, Singapore offers an 
unparalleled environment for trade and 
networking, complemented by excep-
tional entertainment options. Moreover, 
the city-state fosters an ecosystem sup-
portive of start-ups, particularly those 
with a focus on environmental technol-
ogies, service industries, banking and 
Industry 4.0 technologies.

The array of dental products being 
showcased at IDEM Singapore reflects 
Singapore’s status as a hub for dental 
services, solutions and cutting-edge 
technologies across various specialist 
segments. While physical instruments 
may wane in prominence, digital tools 
augmented by artificial intelligence 
herald the future trajectory of the 
industry.

Meanwhile, Europe faces the im-
perative to swiftly bridge the gap in the 
rapidly expanding global MICE markets 
and cultivate an ecosystem conducive 
to showcasing modern innovations and 
technologies. Encouragingly, Europe is 
witnessing growing trends in start-up 
creation and intensified scientific en-
deavours, setting the stage for it to 
reclaim global leadership. I anticipate 
IDS 2025 and DDS to serve as potent 
catalysts for growth in the dental 

industry, redirecting focus towards 
the European market. Ultimately, 
market dynamics will dictate where 
buyers converge and where business 
flourishes. 

Asia is booming and Europe is lagging behind
Exploring opportunities and market dynamics in Asia’s trade show landscape.

Dr Björn Kempe, Singapore 
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About

Dr Björn Kempe is the founder and 
CEO of Expos Asia, which is part of 
the EXPOS Global network, head-
quartered in Singapore. His consulting 
� rm specialises in mergers and 
acquisitions, capital raising, invest-
ments, business development con-
sulting and strategy consulting. Expos 
Asia also organises its own events in 
China and Indonesia.
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