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As the global population con-
tinues to age at an unprece-
dented rate, the need to inte-

grate oral health into broader health 
and ageing policies has never been 
more urgent. In response to this 
need, FDI launched the Oral Health 
for an Ageing Population (OHAP) 
project in 2015 following on from 
the Tokyo Declaration—a key out-
come of the World Dental Congress 
held in Japan that year. This declara-
tion served as a call to action for 
governments, healthcare professionals
and the oral health community to 
prioritise oral health as a signi� cant 
component of healthy ageing.

A key goal of the OHAP project 
is to strengthen the oral health com-
munity’s role in promoting healthy 
longevity through disease prevention, 
early intervention and integrated 
care. It also encourages implementa-
tion of tools such as digital applica-
tions in community and institutional 
settings to assess oral health in older 
adults and to connect those identi-
� ed as at risk with appropriate dental 
services. Finally, it calls for the ex-
panded implementation of existing 
OHAP resources in new countries 
and regions to build global momen-
tum for healthier ageing through 
better oral care.

Now in its tenth year, OHAP has 
grown into a global platform for 
action and is supported by a part-
nership with GC International. This 

milestone marks not only a decade 
of meaningful achievements but 
also a renewed commitment to 
ensuring that older adults everywhere
enjoy a high quality of life, under-
pinned by accessible and equitable 
oral healthcare.

Over the past decade, OHAP 
has developed a wide range of 
resources for both clinicians and 
communities to support healthy 
ageing. To commemorate the ten-
year anniversary of OHAP, FDI is 
launching a series of activities 
throughout this year. The � rst of 
these is the publication of an edito-
rial titled “Making the right to oral 
health a reality for older adults” in 
the June issue of the International

Dental Journal. The article high-
lights OHAP’s core message: oral 
health is a fundamental human 
right that must consider the 
elderly.

A video message from FDI Pres-
ident Dr Greg Chadwick further 
underscores FDI’s commitment. In 
his message, he emphasised FDI’s 
continued advocacy for integrating 
oral health into universal health cov-
erage frameworks and recognised 
GC International’s valuable contri-
butions. FDI’s journey with GC Inter-
national will continue to ensure that 
older adults around the world have 
access to the oral healthcare that 
they need to live longer, healthier 
and more digni� ed lives.

FDIWDC25 will have a dedicated 
OHAP session featuring leading 
experts:

•  Dr Kakuhiro Fukai will outline the 
vision and expected outcomes of 
Season III (2024–2027) of the project.

•  Prof. Gerry McKenna will showcase 
the key tools and resources devel-
oped to date.

•  Dr Hirohiko Hirano will present on 
oral frailty, an emerging concept 
in oral health and ageing.

Additionally, the OHAP task team 
is developing a new advocacy re-
source, which is to be released this 
year and will provide guidance to 
national dental associations on 
how to in� uence policy change in 

favour of older adults’ oral health. 
This publication will coincide with 
the UN high-level meeting on non- 
communicable diseases in Sep-
tember 2025 and will build global 
momentum ahead of the 2027 UN 
high-level meeting on universal 
health coverage. A key message 
of this advocacy guide is clear: uni-
versal health coverage cannot be 
achieved without addressing oral 
health in ageing populations.

Moreover, an International Dental 
Journal supplement on the topic is 
planned for release in early 2026. 
It will feature case studies of commu-
nity programmes that are improving
older people’s access to oral health 
services, provide comparisons of oral 
care systems in selected countries 
and present evidence that universal 
healthcare cannot be achieved with-
out addressing oral health for ageing 
populations.

A decade of impact in oral health for older adults
| FDI and GC International remain committed to healthy ageing.
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Session info
Title: Towards healthy longevity: 
New tools and strategies 
for oral health in older adults
When: 10 September, 10:00–11:30
Where: Hall W, Room N
Speakers: Dr Kakuhiro Fukai, 
Prof. Gerry McKenna 
and Dr Hirohiko Hirano

The third edition of the highly 
anticipated FDI Young Dentists
Forum is designed to support 

and inspire the next generation of 
dental professionals. Held annually, 
the forum re� ects FDI’s commitment 
to fostering a more inclusive and 
technologically driven dental land-
scape.

Recognising the invaluable con-
tributions of young professionals, 
the forum provides an opportunity 
to gain fresh perspectives, enhance 
engagement and cultivate future 
leadership potential. This year’s 
 keynote lecture will be delivered 
by renowned dental professional 
Dr Miguel Stanley, the founder and 
clinical director of White Clinic in 
Portugal. He will share his expertise 
in practice management, o� ering 
young dentists tools and strategies 
to establish and grow successful 
clinics.

“I am incredibly excited to join 
the Young Dentists Forum again this 
year. It is a wonderful opportunity 
to engage with the next generation 
of dental professionals who will 
shape the future of our � eld. Sharing 
insights and experiences with these 
emerging leaders is an honour and 

a responsibility I take on with great 
pride,” Dr Stanley commented.

Furthermore, the forum will fea-
ture a presentation by FDI’s young 
speaker contest winner Dr Luís Anes, 
who will o� er innovative ideas and 
cutting-edge insights on the topic 

of digital dentistry. “My two greatest 
passions are digital dentistry and 
teaching, so it’s a true honour to 
present at the FDI Young Dentists 
Forum,” he said.

“The forum is a unique oppor-
tunity for young dentists to explore 

career development paths, network 
with peers and engage with industry 
leaders. This initiative not only fos-
ters professional growth, but also 
cultivates future leaders in dentistry,” 
said Dr William Cheung, FDI Council 
member and chair of FDI young 
dentists community task team.

Alongside these engaging pre-
sentations, a panel discussion will 
explore what it takes to build a 
strong, collaborative dental workforce. 
It will also highlight why becoming 
involved in organised dentistry early 
in one’s career can make a lasting 
impact.

“We need a healthy profession 
for us to be successful in business,” 
noted David Kochman, senior vice 
president and chief corporate 
a� airs o�  cer at Henry Schein. 
“Bringing young dentists in is 
cri tical to ensuring that we have 
healthy associations at the country 
level to ultimately do big things at 
the global level. From an industry 
perspective, it is truly inspiring,” 
he continued.

By attending the 2025 FDI Young 
Dentists Forum, attendees will im-
merse themselves in an environ-
ment that celebrates diversity, fos-
ters technological advancements 
and empowers the next generation 
of dental leaders. Dental profes-
sionals are encouraged to take 
advantage of this opportunity to 
realise their full potential, expand 
their professional networks and help
shape the future of dentistry.

FDI Young Dentists Forum 2025
| Empowering the next generation of dental leaders.

| The Young Dentists Forum is designed to inspire and empower young dental professionals. In 2024, the forum 
gathered hundreds of dental practitioners, researchers and students from around the world.
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As the dental industry moves away from
amalgam, GC is presenting its latest 
restorative solutions at FDIWDC25 

this week. The company is highlighting how 
EQUIA Forte HT and everX Flow enable dental 
professionals to transition to modern materials
without compromising durability, e�  ciency 
or aesthetics.

GC has a long-standing history with FDIWDC. 
“We have been participating in the congress 
for nearly 70 years, starting with the Rome 
event in 1957,” Frank Rosenbaum, chief 
marketing o�  cer of GC International said. 
“Now, 104 years after our founding, we remain
committed to our Vision 2031— to become 
the leading dental company committed to 
realising a healthy and long-living society. 
One of our key missions worldwide is to 
provide innovative solutions tailored to indi-
vidual needs, and the FDI congress o� ers a 
unique opportunity to engage directly with 
the global dental community.”

EQUIA Forte HT: 
Glass-hybrid restorative system

Central to GC’s presentation is EQUIA Forte HT, 
a restorative system based on advanced 
glass-hybrid technology. It combines EQUIA 
Forte HT Fil, a bulk-� ll restorative base, with 
EQUIA Forte Coat, a nano-� lled resin surface 
coating. This pairing o� ers a versatile and 
cost-e� ective alternative to amalgam for spe-
ci� c indications, particularly where isolation 
is challenging.

Thanks to its unique chemical adhesion, 
the system eliminates the need for bonding 
agents, and its moisture tolerance makes it 
suitable for a broad patient base, including 
those with high caries risk, as well as paediatric, 
geriatric and special care cases. EQUIA Forte HT 
supports a minimally invasive approach by 
preserving healthy tooth structure and 
de livering natural, aesthetic results. Its quick 
bulk-placement capability streamlines pro-
cedures and reduces chair time, while its 
strength and wear resistance support long-
term success, even in load-bearing restorations.

Aglobal leader in consumer health, 
 Haleon is committed to improving
 everyday oral health through science- 

backed innovation, education and partner-
ships. As a long-standing FDI partner and 
main sponsor of this year’s congress, Haleon 
is advancing conversations around preven-
tion and global health. In this interview, 
Jayant Singh, head of global oral health at 
Haleon, discusses the company’s purpose, 
brands and collaboration with dental pro-
fessionals to improve oral health.

Mr Singh, Haleon is the main sponsor of this 
year’s FDI congress. What motivated your 
team to support this global gathering, and 
what do you hope to contribute?

At Haleon, our purpose is to deliver better 
everyday health with humanity, and oral 
health is a huge part of that. It’s closely 
aligned with FDI’s Vision 2030, which is why 
we’ve been a proud and long-standing 
partner. 

We are honoured to be the main sponsor 
of FDIWDC25 in Shanghai—following our 
corporate partnership with FDI in recent 
years. As a proud sponsor of the 2024 congress
in Istanbul, Haleon supported key congress 
activities alongside participation in the 
parliamentary meetings and other forums. 

The FDI congress has always been a highlight 
for us.

We’re hosting some fantastic symposia 
this year, bringing together thought leaders 
and experts to shine a light on the global oral 
health burden, the importance of self-care in 
prevention and new approaches to improving 
outcomes. Events like this are such a valuable 

GC presents modern 
amalgam alternatives

| EQUIA Forte HT and everX Flow—
durable and sustainable restorative solutions.

“As oral disease becomes 
more prevalent, 

 collaboration becomes 
 essential”

| An interview with Haleon’s Jayant Singh.
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A fter nearly two decades, the 
FDI World Dental Congress 
(FDIWDC) is back in mainland 

China. Co-hosted by FDI World Dental
Federation, the Chinese Stomatological
Association and Reed Sinopharm 
Exhibitions, this year’s event is shaping 
up to be one of the most impactful 
in FDI’s history.

The exhibition at the National 
Exhibition and Convention Center 
in Shanghai spans 60,000 m2, pro-
viding a stage for the latest inno-
vations from around the world and 
attracting more than 30,000 par-
ticipants. This remarkable scale 
underscores both the dynamism of 
China’s dental market and the truly 
international reach of FDI, which 
represents more than one million 
dentists worldwide.

The congress builds on the 
success of recent editions. The last 
FDIWDC, held in Turkey in 2024, 

drew 15,810 registrants and exhibition- 
only visitors, making it one of 
the most impactful congresses in 

recent years. Shanghai is now 
poised to set new records, further 
strengthening the event’s status 

as a global meeting point for 
dentistry.

FDI World Dental Congress returns to China
| Shanghai set to host one of the largest events in FDI history.

» page 2
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| Frank Rosenbaum, chief marketing o�  cer 
of GC International.

| Jayant Singh joined Haleon in 2011, when 
it was still GSK Consumer Healthcare.
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As the global dental commu-
nity prepares to gather in 
Shanghai for FDIWDC25, the 

spotlight turns to the next generation 
of dental professionals. Among them 
is Dr Luís Anes, one of the selected 
speakers from FDI’s young speaker 
contest, which called for nominations 
from FDI’s member national dental 
associations. In this interview, FDI 
speaks with Dr Anes about what this 
opportunity means to him, his expec-
tations for the congress and his advice
for fellow young professionals.

Dr Anes, is this your � rst time 
participating in an FDI congress?

Yes, and I am very excited. I be-
lieve this will be one of the largest 
dental congresses the world has ever 
seen. It will be the ideal place to 
connect with colleagues from all over 
the world and to foster a spirit of col-
laboration and knowledge exchange, 
which is essential for the continued 
advancement of our profession.

Looking at the scienti� c pro-
gramme, are there any sessions 

you are especially enthusiastic 
about?

The scienti� c programme is 
truly outstanding. We have top- 
quality speakers from all over the 
world. It’s di�  cult for me to high-
light one speaker or session, as 
I believe that all the lectures will 

be delivered at the highest level 
and will bring valuable insights.

FDIWDC25 in Shanghai will be one 
of the biggest FDI congresses to 
date. What do you expect?

I’m truly enthusiastic about at-
tending what could be the largest 

FDI congress ever. I expect impressive 
presentations, cutting-edge exhibitions 
and the latest innovations in digital 
dentistry. Everything is in place for this 
event to leave a lasting impression.

Your lecture is part of the FDI Young 
Dentists Forum, and you were selected

through FDI’s young speaker con-
test. Why was it important for you
to participate?

My two greatest passions are 
digital dentistry and teaching, so 
it’s a true honour to present at 
the FDI Young Dentists Forum. I will 
be speaking about the new genera-
tion of digital dentists—professionals 
who embrace innovation to serve 
the most important purpose of all, 
which is caring for patients in the 
best possible way.

Do you have any tips for young 
dentists attending the congress?

It is important not only to attend 
lectures and forums but also to 
seize every opportunity to connect. 
Meeting new people, learning from 
di� erent cultures and work styles, 
and expanding your professional 
network are all vital to both per-
sonal and professional growth. 
This congress is made by people, 
for people, so I encourage everyone 
to be present, be curious and 
actively engage in this incredible 
experience.

Empowering the voices of tomorrow at the 
FDI Young Dentists Forum

| Dr Luís Anes shares his outlook on FDIWDC25.

| The second edition of the Young Dentists Forum was held at the 2024 FDIWDC in Istanbul in Turkey.
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KEYNOTE LECTURE

Miguel Stanley: The Moral Responsibility of Modern Dentistry

YOUNG SPEAKER CONTEST WINNER LECTURE

Luis Anes: The Digital Dentist - A New Generation of Dentists

PANEL DISCUSSION AND NETWORKING

3 editionrd

FDI YOUNG DENTISTS FORUM

10 September 2025
09:00 - 12:00
Room C2

Luis Anes

supported by:

Miguel Stanley
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